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PDE subtypes and their present or future clinical significance in urologic practice are
highlighted.
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New approaches for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED) are forthcoming. The use of a
gene therapy approach for the treatment of ED represents an attractive therapeutic modality
that may represent the future of ED therapies.
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Supra-ampullar cystectomy preserves prostatic capsule, vas deferens, deferential ampullae,
seminal vesicles, and ejaculatory ducts in selected patients with bladder cancer. With the
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without compromising oncologic outcome.
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We developed precystectomy nomograms predicting pT3-4 and pN1-3 stages using

a cohort of 726 patients. The pT3-4 nomogram was 75.7% accurate (4.3% better than

TUR stage) and the pN1-3 nomogram was 63.1% accurate (2.1% better than TUR
stage).
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Nephron-sparing surgery represents the gold standard for the treatment of pT1a RCC. The
simple enucleation technique provides excellent progression-free and cancer-specific survival
rates similar to those of enucleoresection and radical nephrectomy, associated with minimal
morbidity and maximal renal preservation.

1263

Hypoxia-Inducible Factor 1« Expression in Renal Cell Carcinoma Analyzed by Tissue
Microarray

A. Lidgren, Y. Hedberg, K. Grankvist, T. Rasmuson, A. Bergh, B. Ljungberg

Angiogenesis is important for tumour progression. We used immunohistochemistry to study
HIF-1a in RCC using tissue microarrays. In conventional RCC, HIF-1a levels were lower in locally
aggressive tumors versus localized tumors. Diverging regulation of angiogenesis between
different RCC types was suggested.
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In the present series of 1000 patients, a disadvantage of LTRPE could be excluded and still
provide satisfactory results. We believe that laparoscopic radical prostatectomy as a less
traumatic approach can be the technique of choice in the future.
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A low-cost pelvic trainer for laparoscopy consisting of a cardboard box and unilaterally blinded
goggles was analysed against conventional pelvic trainers and found to be equivalent for the
acquisition of basic skills by medical students.
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The EPIC study is the largest population-based survey to assess prevalence rates of
lower urinary tract symptoms in five countries and the first to evaluate these symptoms
using current ICS definitions. The results indicate these symptoms are highly prevalent.
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This study describes a safe and noninvasive method to assess vascularization of female
urethra using ultrasound contrast agents. This technique could be used to investigate the
mechanism of the vascular component in female continence.

1316

Italian Validation of the Urogenital Distress Inventory and Its Application in LUTS Patients
W. Artibani, F. Pesce, D. Prezioso, R.M. Scarpa, F. Zattoni, A. Tubaro, CA. Rizzi, AM. Santini, L. Simoni, the FLOW
study group
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Unlike the controls, the NIH IV category prostatitis patients harbour abundant polymicrobial
microbiocenosis in their semen, containing anaerobic, microaerophilic, and aerobic bacteria.
Detection of IL-6 in seminal plasma serves as an additional tool for diagnosing NIH IV category
prostatitis.
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proper sample for studying gene expression profiles of bladder tumours.
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